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CLARO PROVIDES VITAL COMPONENT IN MEDICAL SURGERY 
 

A world class engineering company in North Yorkshire is providing vital components 

being used in complex medical surgery to bring a better quality of life to thousands.   

 

Claro, winner of this year’s prestigious GTMA World Class Award for manufacturing, 

has most recently provided a vital component used in the new MK4 electric hand 

produced by specialist Leeds manufacturer RSL Steeper.     

 
 ‘‘We were asked by RSL to supply a thumb trunion – a small but vital component if 

the hand is to function effectively,’’ said Claro’s sales director Mike Lewis. ‘‘The key 

factors in the manufacture were quality and precision – both of which qualities Claro 

has been providing for years.”  

 
Mr Lewis continued: “We believe our expertise cannot be bettered when it comes to 

manufacturing parts where high precision, complex components are required.  We 

are delighted that a world renowned company like RSL Steeper has the same 

confidence in our work.” 

 
The company’s latest piece of equipment, a Matsuura RA-2G twin pallet, and its 

fourth Axis Bridgeport were used to provide the key component for the new hand. 

 
At RSL Steeper there is great satisfaction with the work carried out, and the company 

was unstinting in its praise of Claro who was able to meet the most stringent levels of 

quality and accuracy levels demanded.  Brent Pickles, operations manager at RSL 

Steeper’s manufacturing facility in Leeds said Claro had been involved in the work 

from the prototype stage through to the finished product.   
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News release Claro PR10c continued: 

 

 

 

 

Mr Pickles commented: “These are high-precision, high quality instruments, with 

parts made to high tolerance levels, as they have to be a reliable replacement for 

adult and children’s hands.  This level of quality is what we get with Claro.” 

 
Claro has also been involved in essential work for a number of other specialist UK 

companies manufacturing components used in knee, hip and shoulder surgery.  It 

even produces components for critical heart valve surgery as well as surgical 

instrument components.  

 
Mr Lewis commented: “At Claro we have a proven track record in producing excellent 

quality precision products, and this is backed up by an ISO 9000/2000 quality 

system. As well as the type of component produced for RSL we also manufacture 

and refurbish arthroscopic tools and produce a wide range of implants and 

instruments for use in surgery.” 

 
Claro managing director Howard Chadwick says: “We are very aware of the complex 

needs of the medical industry, and certainly have the capability and level of expertise 

needed to produce high quality precision components for medical and many other 

demanding industries.  We always work very closely with customers to meet their 

exact needs, and are delighted to be able to play a part in this vital work.” 

ENDS 
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Background Information  
 
Claro Precision Engineering was established in 1978 and operates from purpose built 

premises in Knaresborough, North Yorkshire. 

 
The business employs 45 people and produces a wide range of precision items, kits and 

assemblies. These include medical implants and tools, aerospace components, laser parts 

and assemblies as well as components for the defence, security, fire protection, sub sea and 

microwave communications and other industries. 

 
Using a wide range of CNC machining systems including Bridgeport, Kitamura, Hitachi Seiki 

and four Matsuura high speed CNC machining centres backed up with conventional 

machining, fitting and assembly Claro Precision offers one of the most comprehensive 

subcontract services available for concept to component manufacture.  ISO 9001 approved, 

the business prides itself on the quality of its production. The level of professionalism offered 

has enabled Claro Precision Engineering to win contracts with a number of household 

names. 

 

 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 

Mandy Simmons,  (colour separations or photographs, Amy Littlefair) 
Allott & Associates Ltd., 
Claro Chambers 42 High Street, Knaresborough,  
North Yorkshire, HG5 0EQ 
Telephone (01423) 867264 or Fax (01423) 869140  
Email: mandy@allottandassociates.co.uk   
www.allottandassociates.co.uk 

 
OR 

       
Howard Chadwick      
Managing Director      
Claro Precision Engineering Ltd,     
Manse Lane, Knaresborough     
North Yorkshire, HG5 8LF          
Fax (01423) 862563      
Email: howard@claro.co.uk       
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