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AWARD WINNING CLARO LOOKS TO THE FUTURE  
 

An award winning Yorkshire company, Claro Precision Engineering is leading 

the way in changing school children’s perceptions of the engineering industry. 

 
An enterprising project has seen the company working hand-in-hand with the 

children from Woodlands Junior School, and both have benefited from the 

experience.   The outcome is that Claro now has a newly signed and improved 

entrance designed by the children, and equally importantly, the pupils have 

learnt a lot about engineering as a worthwhile future career in the process.   

 
As a profession, engineering is facing nationwide skills shortages, and Claro, 

one of the UK’s leading specialists in its field, is determined to do its bit to 

address the issue. The company’s commitment has been recognised with the 

recent announcement that they have been selected as finalists in the Evening 

Press Business Awards 2003, in the Best Business and Education Link section. 

 
 Working in conjunction with the North Yorkshire Business and Education 

Partnership (NYBEP) on the “Young Champions for Enterprise” project, Claro 

invited children from the school and their teachers to the site to work alongside 

Claro technical director, Tim Godolphin.     

 
The project, which encourages team work, creativity, decision making and 

project management, came to fruition last week with the completion of the 

children’s designs implemented at Claro. 

 
It was decided that the children could best put their skills to use in developing 

designs which would improve the immediate impression of the building – which 

they initially thought was boring and dull.  
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They worked on a number of possible designs before a favourite was chosen 

and Claro immediately got to work implementing the winning design which 

involved creating a small rockery area to the front of the building and adding 

new signage to improve the overall impression of the site. 

 
The children’s teacher Sharon Monaghan feels the experience has been 

invaluable for the children.  She says: “It has been a great project for the 

children to be involved in.  They have worked hard and developed new and 

valuable skills.  They are really pleased with the completed design, and it is 

great for them to see the outcome of the project they put so much effort into.” 

 
Claro’s technical director Tim Godolphin is equally delighted with the outcome.  

He says “It’s been valuable having the children come on site and see what 

happens in an engineering firm like Claro.  As children tend to be, they were 

very forthright in their comments, and it was clear that the appearance of the 

building reinforced their initial perceptions of engineering as a dull and boring 

profession.  They worked hard on a number of designs to enhance the building, 

and I hope they learnt a lot about engineering as a profession along the way.” 

 
He continued “The general perception of engineering is not good and we are 

aware at Claro that we have a responsibility to work to improve this.  We need 

to ensure that young people will see engineering as a rewarding, challenging 

and well paid career.” 

ENDS 
 
Note to Editors: 
The purpose of NYBEP Ltd is to support schools and colleges in enriching the 
experiences of young people in York & North Yorkshire by promoting high quality 
partnerships with businesses and other organisations – thereby helping to deliver a 
future workforce which is more highly skilled, better prepared for adult and working life, 
and motivated to continue learning. 
For further information, please contact Janette Gudgeon at NYBEP on  
01904 693632 or email: janette@nybep.org.uk 
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Background Information 
 
Claro Precision Engineering was established in 1978 and operates from 

purpose built premises in Knaresborough. 

 
The business employs 46 people and produces a wide range of precision items, 

kits and assemblies. These include medical implants and tools, aerospace 

components, laser parts and assemblies as well as components for the 

defence, security, fire protection, sub sea and microwave communications and 

other industries. 

 
Using a wide range of CNC machining systems including Bridgeport, Kitamura, 

Hitachi Seiki and four Matsuura high speed CNC machining centres backed up 

with conventional machining, fitting and assembly Claro Precision offers one of 

the most comprehensive subcontract services available for concept to 

component manufacture. 

 
ISO 9001 approved, the business prides itself on the quality of its production. 

The level of professionalism offered has enabled Claro Precision Engineering to 

win contracts with a number of household names. 

 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
 

Mandy Simmons,  (colour separations or photographs, Amy Littlefair) 
Allott & Associates Ltd., 
Claro Chambers 42 High Street, Knaresborough,  
North Yorkshire, HG5 0EQ 
Telephone (01423) 867264 or Fax (01423) 869140  
Email: mandy@allottandassociates.co.uk  www.allottandassociates.co.uk 

 
OR 

 
Howard Chadwick 
Managing Director 
Claro Precision Engineering Ltd,  
Manse Lane, Knaresborough 
North Yorkshire, HG5 8LF 
Telephone (01423) 867413 or Fax (01423) 862563 
Email: howard@claro.co.uk    
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